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Application Data 

Short Title Leveled Literacy Intervention 

Short Summary The purpose of the research is to study the effectiveness of using Leveled Literacy 
Intervention systems with 1st and 2nd grade struggling readers in a diverse school 
with limited resources (time, personnel, and materials) for reading instruction. 
Qualitative research methods will be used to track the implementation and impact of 
the program. 

Application Type Group 

Requested Amount $4,675 

Research Methods Ethnography; Naturalistic/Case Study 

Grade Levels Early Childhood/Elementary 

Referral Source Web site 
 

Research Description 

You will be able to update and edit until you submit your application. Save changes as you work and return at any time to complete 
the application. The description of proposed research should be as specific as possible and follow the outline typically used for 
dissertation or sponsored research proposals. Follow APA style and format guidelines. Do not include the name(s) of the submitter(s) 
and institutional affiliation(s). Do not use underline, bold or italic text. Character counts include spaces and punctuation. 

1. Full Project Title * 

 (150 characters maximum) 

 Working in the ZPD with Groups of 3—Leveled Literacy Intervention 

2. Abstract * 

 (700 characters maximum) Describe the purpose, method, and potential significance of the proposed research. 

 
In tight budget times, Reading Recovery is not cost-effective for a school with many struggling readers in 
the primary grades. The purpose of the proposed research is to study the effectiveness and impact of the 
Leveled Literacy Intervention system using qualitative (ethnographic, case studies) research methods. 



3. Proposed Support Start Date * 

 (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 09/07/2010 

4. Proposed Support End Date * 

 (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 06/15/2011 

5. Research Description * 

 

(3,000 characters maximum) Describe your role as a teacher researcher  

 How will you benefit specifically as a teacher researcher?  

 How did you become interested in this question?  

 What do you already know about the question from any professional literature and from your own experiences that 
will help you with the project?  

 How will you as a teacher researcher, your students, and the broader school community benefit from this research?  

 

The 2 researchers (a Reading Teacher and an Instructional Coach) will be participant-observers, 
systematically tracking the implementation and impact of Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) at the same 
time we are using it daily with trios of students.  
We will determine the cost-effectiveness and instructional impact of a program that incorporates the key 
components of Reading Recovery but is used with small groups of students instead of one-on-one. We’ll 
be able to assist more students for a lower cost.  
 
Because we aren’t a Title I school, we don’t have additional resources (time, money, materials, and 
personnel) to support our struggling readers, even though our demographics are very similar to those of a 
Title I school. We are investigating alternative ways to provide reading support in the early grades that 
will be both cost-effective and instructionally significant.  
 
There is a strong university-level research base/conceptual framework upon which to build our study. 
Incorporating Vygotskian principles (1978), Fountas and Pinnell have undertaken numerous studies 
designed to develop effective early interventions for struggling readers. In the last twenty years, 
numerous researchers have shown the effectiveness of early intervention (Clay, 2007; Goldenburg, 1994; 
Hiebert & Taylor, 1994; Schmidt, Askew, Fountas, Lyons, & Pinnell, 2005; Stanovich, 1986).  
 
We’ll be able to intervene with struggling readers and help them find success before their pattern of 
failure becomes ingrained. Using LLI will allow us to incorporate the principles of Reading Recovery in a 
more cost-effective way. The broader school community will ultimately benefit because a strong reading 
foundation allows students to access all areas of the curriculum successfully. Students become 
comfortable with the aesthetic and efferent purposes of reading. 

6. Rationale * 

 

(2,000 characters maximum) Describe your teaching context (e.g., school setting, community, classroom environment).  

 What role do you play in this context and what is the nature of your role as a teacher researcher?  

 What is the question or issue as a teacher researcher that drives your proposed inquiry? 

 

Our school is a large (850+ students) majority minority suburban school, located outside a major 
metropolitan area. As our second-language population grows, instructional funds decline every year, 
leaving us with fewer resources (materials and personnel) to support students who struggle with reading. 
With only 1.5 Reading Teachers and 1 Instructional Coach, we can’t possibly provide effective one-on-one 



intervention—there simply are not enough hours in the day.  
 
Our research question is: How can we approximate the principles of Reading Recovery to meet the needs 
of a large number of struggling readers with limited time, personnel, and materials?  

Research Methods 

Describe the research methods you will employ in your study. Follow APA style and format guidelines. Do not include the name(s) of 
the submitter(s) and institutional affiliation(s). Character counts include spaces and punctuation. 

7. What are you proposing to do in your classroom that will help you explore your question? * 

 (500 characters maximum) 

 
We will meet daily with trios of students, assessing their needs and providing instruction that 
approximates a Reading Recovery session: daily reading (decoding, fluency, comprehension), writing, 
phonemic awareness, phonics, word work, vocabulary development, and take-home reading. 

8. What forms of documentation do you plan to use as part of your inquiry? * 

 (500 characters maximum) E.g., journals, student work samples, video and/or audio recordings. Be specific about what will be 
done and how this documentation will help guide your inquiry. 

 

Running records, anecdotal notes, student writing, student products, video/audio recordings. Daily 
collection and analysis of the artifacts produced during the LLI sessions will enable us to determine the 
effectiveness of that day’s instruction and materials used so that we can plan for the subsequent day’s 
instruction. 

9. How will you organize, reflect on, and analyze data? * 

 (500 characters maximum) Be specific about how you will examine your data (e.g., qualitative, case study, generate 
categories). 

 Qualitative analysis will be ongoing—looking for patterns of growth, trends that point out particularly 
effective instructional practices and materials 

10. Will you be working on your own or with colleagues? * 

 (250 characters maximum) If the latter, explain their contribution. 

 Reading Teacher and Instructional Coach will be collaborating to conduct this research. We will also be 
collaborating with the first and second grade teachers whose students are in our groups.  

Dissemination 

Describe ways you see yourself sharing the results of your inquiry with colleagues and members of the International Reading 
Association (e.g., journal articles, workshops, conference presentations). Be specific. Follow APA style and format guidelines. Do not 
include the name(s) of the submitter(s) and institutional affiliation(s). Character counts include spaces and punctuation. 

11. What will you be able to change in your classroom as a result of your research? * 

 (750 characters maximum) 

 We hope to change the way in which school-wide reading support is provided for struggling readers in 
the primary grades. 

12. In what ways will you share the results of your inquiry with colleagues and members of the International 
Reading Association? * 

 (750 characters maximum) E.g., journal articles, workshops, and conference presentations 

 

We plan to write a report of our inquiry and submit it for publication to The Reading Teacher so that 
other school-based professionals can benefit from reading about the conduct and findings of our study. 
We will also share our findings with colleagues in our school district at our annual Teacher Researcher 
Conference. We will also inform our district’s language arts office of our willingness to present workshops 



detailing the specifics of what we did, why we did it, how we did it, and what happened. 

13. Include a timeline indicating when you expect your inquiry to be completed. * 

 (1,000 characters maximum) List dates for data gathering, data analysis, and reporting activities. 

 

Begin: September 7, 2010. Gather assessment data on all 1st and 2nd grade students in our building 
(approximately 250 students). Form trios and set up schedules for meeting daily with the students in 
need of intervention (the lowest quartile of students).  
 
October 2010-May 2011. Collect data daily as we work with trios. Data analysis will occur at the end of 
each day in order to plan for the next day’s instruction.  
 
May-June 2011. Review data from each student we worked with during the year to determine overall 
impact of LLI in regard to student achievement and cost-effectiveness.  

Budget 

Describe and explain the rationale for each budget line item. Enter “0” in amount and “none” in descriptor if necessary. For more 
information please review budget guideline. Character counts include spaces and punctuation. 

14. Personnel Amount 

 $0 

15. Personnel description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

16. Materials Amount 

 $4,675 

17. Materials description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

 Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) Green System (Gr. 1): $2200.00 [Qty: 1]  
Fountas & Pinnell Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) Blue System (Gr. 2): $2475.00 [Qty: 1] 

18. Travel Amount 

 $0 

19. Travel description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

20. Computer Amount 

 $0 

21. Computer description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

22. Office Expenses Amount 



 $0 

23. Office description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

24. Clerical Support Amount 

 $0 

25. Clerical description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

26. Other Amount 

 $0 

27. Other description and rationale 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

28. Amount of outside funding 

 $0 

29. Sources of outside project-related funding (if none, enter “none”) 

 (200 characters maximum)  

   

30. Total Project Budget * 

 $4,675 

31. Total Requested from IRA * 

 $4,675 
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