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Word-power and word-savvy

Knowing the right words :
* understanding

« social. acceptance
 Influence

* pleasure

« satisfaction




When is a word new?

* People in influential positions must use it

» Other people try to adopt the same kind of
language

* The role of the media

* The word enters public awareness

* The word becomes a candidate for being
listed in a dictionary




« Thomas Nashe, Elizabethan playright and
wit (late 16th century) coined over 800
lexemes, many of which, such as clientry,
confectionate and oblivionize didn’t
stand the test of time, although he did
successfully contribute conundrum,
grandiloquent, Latinize, silver-tongued
and Mediterranean, among many others.
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David Crystal regrets the passing of
some clever Nashisms, such as

chatmate
bodgery (botched work)

sparrow-blasting (,having a strange
power to effect action-at-a-distance on
small, defenseless birds’)!




* International Dictionary of Neologisms
« Oxford Dictionary of New Words




Where do new words come
from?

A thousand years ago :

* Old Norse (through the Danish Viking
Invasions — most new words)

* Old French
« Celtic (only very few)



Middle English period up to late sixteenth
century:

* huge influence of French (after the
Norman invasion) on political, legal and
cultural vocabularies and of Latin through
academia, science and medicine and the
enormous power of the Church
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* During the 16th — 17th centuries ,period of
consolidation’

Standard English was developed in response to
the need to reduce variabllity in the written form
of the language, and the English lexicon, both
vernacular and formal, was still growing rapidly.

* During the 18th and 19th centuries
(industrialisation and the expansion of empire)
the flow of new words was maintained.




Mechanisms of word formation

* 1. Compounding, i.e. joining an existing couple of
words to make a compound, such as snail mail, road
rage, late plate. Some of these patterns are quite
productive, such as "...-challenged” has been used as a
result of political correctness. People can now be

 visually-challenged = with impaired sight
- Vertically-challenged = short, and even dwarfed

 linguistically-challenged = prone to ,gaffs” or ,poor
command of language’




Compounding = a feature in OE poetry : ,fo
make kennings' (eg expressive ways of
describing a ship): water-wood, wave-
floater, sea-goer, water-house, sea-steed
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 Dotcom : a dotcom company is one that
operates mainly through the Internet — eg
google.com —a compound of a
punctuation mark and an abbreviation (for
,communication’)!




